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Office Action Summary 

Application No. Applicant(s) 

Uo/obU,/ bo l OKrnuiin ei ai 


Examiner Art Unit ll ll 1 11 I I 1 1 1 II | III 
RudyZervigon 1763 

- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A .c;wnR-T-PMRn-RTAXUTnR-Y PPRinn_EORJ5EPLY 1S.SET TO.EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 


THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) Ixl Responsive to communications) filed on Aua 27. 2001 
2a) □ This action is FINAL 2b) K This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qu9j#§35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) Kl Claimfs) 2. 3. and 5-14 is/are pending in the applica 

4a} Of the above, claimfs) is/are withdrawn from considers 

5) Claimfs) is/are allowed. 

6) ixl Claimfs) 2. 3. and 5-14 is/are rejected. 

7) n Claimfs) is/are objected to. 

8) □ Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)P The drawinafs) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11 )P The proposed drawina correction filed on is: aO approved bOdisapproved. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
a)D All b) □ Some* c) PNone of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

7 P Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No, 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
Attachment(s) 

1 5> Q] Notice of References Cited (PTO-8921 181 PI Interview Summary fPTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 
1 6) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 19) Q] Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
W\ P Information Disclosure Statementfs^ fPTO-14491 Paper No(s). 201 P Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Continued Prosecution Application 

1 . The request filed on August 27, 2001 for a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) under 
37 CFR 1.53(d) based on parent Application No. 08/860,763 is acceptable and a CPA has been 
established. An action on the CPA follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 


The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out 
his invention. 


3. Claims 2, 3, and 5-14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art 
to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. The 
specification as filed is not enabling for the invention as claimed. Specifically, independent claims 
2 and 14 discuss holders (items 14; Figures 1 & 4) "having a drive for effecting angular 
displacement". The specification (page 6) identifies item 12 of Figure 1 as the "angular displacement 
drive" and item 29 as the wafer. The Examiner has collectively considered Applicant's specification 
and drawings and concludes that the specification is not enabling because the operation of the 
"device for treating wafers" does not provide sufficient teaching of how, and by what means, the 
wafers to be treated are processed in the manner described by the specification and implied by the 
drawings. For example, one of ordinary skill in the art would be unable to use the stated invention 
without specific instructions for maintaining the wafers in a suspended equilibrium without a 
teaching of gas flow rates and applied forces delivered from below by the plasma jet and from above 
by the holders. Further, one of ordinary skill in the art would be unable to use the stated invention 
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without specific instructions for maintaining the wafers in a suspended equilibrium when holder is 
displaced by an angular distance. 

Response to Arguments 
4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2, 3, and 5-14 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 


should be directed to Examiner Rudy Zervigon whose telephone number is (703) 305-1351. The 
examiner can normally be reached on a Monday through Thursday schedule from 8am through 7pm. 
The official after final fax phone number for the 1763 art unit is (703) 872-931 1. The official before 
final fax phone number for the 1763 art unit is (703) 872-9310. Any Inquiry of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Chemical and 
Materials Engineering art unit receptionist at (703) 308-0661 . If the examiner can not be reached 
please contact the examiner's supervisor, Gregory L. Mills, at (703) 308-1633. 


Conclusion 


5. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 


Gregory mills 
supervisory patent examiner 
technology center 1700 



